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Why should I take this course?
___________________________________________________________________________________________
· Science is the study of the physical world around us, including ourselves!  Through scientific observation and experimentation we are able to discover and understand natural phenomena.  
· Many careers require at least a basic understanding of the content learned in Science 9, including (but not limited to): doctors, engineers, inventors, chemists, physicists, biologists, geneticists, environmentalists, teachers, chefs, astronauts, successful game show contestants…
· Taking Science 9 will open your eyes and give you a taste of the various fields of science.  The topics we will be studying range from the structure of a single atom to the cycles of our environment!    

What will I learn and when will I learn it?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Chemistry - The electron arrangement of atoms impacts their chemical nature – September to November 
· Biology - Cells are derived from cells – November to January 
· Electricity - Electric current is the flow of electric charge – February to March 
· Earth Science - The biosphere, geosphere, hydrosphere, and atmosphere are interconnected, as matter cycles and energy flows through them – April to June  

How will I be graded?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Formative Assessments: informal questions in class, think/pair/share, practice, take-home assignments, in-class presentation, quizzes
· Summative Assessments: tests, lab reports, project, exams 

How is my mark calculated?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Summative assessments will be weighted as follows:

· 
· Chemistry Tests		10%
· Chemistry Products		11%
· Biology Tests			10%
· Biology Products		11%
· Electricity Tests		10%
· Electricity Products		11%
· Earth Science Tests		10%
· Earth Science Products	11%
· Exams				16%


Expectations
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Demonstrate respect and courtesy at all times in your dealings with me, with each other and with the workspace.
· Stay on task during class and work as directed.
· Do not bring phones, personal music devices, cameras, or graphing calculators to class.  These will be confiscated and given to an administrator. 
· Know and follow all safety procedures during laboratory experiments.  
· Do not eat or drink in the classroom.
What do I need to bring to class?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Yourself, on time, in full uniform
· Science 9 1½" binder divided into the following four sections: Chemistry, Reproduction, Electricity, and Earth Science
· Lined paper, scientific calculator, pens, pencils, erasers and ruler
· Other supplies as requested

What if I am not here?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Get the notes you missed from a friend and complete the practice assignment
· Hand in any assignments that were due the day you were absent
· If you missed a lab, you must be available to complete it on the announced day and time
· If you missed a test, be prepared to write the missed test the next time you are in class

Other important things about this course…
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Practice, assignments and lab reports will be collected or reviewed at the beginning of class.  
· If in a given unit you miss 3 or more practice assignments, you may be signed up for detention until all the work has been completed. 
· Without an acceptable explanation, lab reports and projects will not be accepted after the rest of the class’s work has been marked and returned.
· Once a unit is complete, no further marking will be done.
· Cheating on a lab report, assignment or test will result in a mark of zero for that assessment for all students involved in the offense.  Skipping a test will also result in a mark of zero for that assessment.  The administration will be notified of all instances of cheating and skipped tests and appropriate disciplinary action will be taken.
· If you are having difficulty with the course material, you are strongly encouraged to attend extra help sessions on a regular basis.  Sessions take place after school in Room 204 on Tuesday and Thursday from 3:05-4:05 pm or by appointment.  In order to attend these sessions, you must continually demonstrate good work habits, i.e. being attentive in class, making a consistent effort to complete practice assignments, etc.  

Please note that any and all of the above is subject to change at the teacher’s discretion.

Communication
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Please enroll in Google Classroom, where homework and other announcements will be posted.
· Go to https://classroom.google.com and sign in with your Aquinas email account.
· Then click on your block and type in the one of the two codes:
· For A block type in zhbdhg
· For G block type in ko98f74
[bookmark: _GoBack]
· Progress reports will be sent home for each grade that is 50% or below
· I can be reached by email at liang@aquinas.org
